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4 Now when Jeſus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, in the 
= Dy: of Herod - King, behold there came wife Men from' the 
Taft to Jeruſalem, H | vos Ve 
2. Saying, Where is he that i born King of the Jews? For 
we have ſeen his Star in the Faſt, and are come to worſhip him. 
F 3. When Herod the King had heard theſe Things, he was 
troubled, and all Jeruſalem with him. 5% z 44 
= 4. Aud when he had gathered all the chief Pri:fts and Scribes 
= of :he A ba together, he demanded of them where Chriſt ſhould 
e born! £ A 
5. Aud they ſaid unto him, In Bethlehem of Judea; Fur 
| thus it is written by the Prophet: 5 
6. And t hon Bethlehem in the Land of Judea, art not the 
leaſt among the Princes of Juda: For out «of thee ſhall come 4 
8 Governour that ſhall rule my People Iſrael. 


J. Then Herod when he had priwily called the wiſe Men, en- . 
quired of them diligently, what Time the Star appeared ? 2 
8. And he ſent them to Bethlehem, and ſaid, Go, and ſearch ( 


diligently for the Young Child, and when ye have found him, 
bring me Word again, that I may come and worſhip him alſo. © 
9. When they had heard the King, they departed, and lo, the 
Star which they ſaw inthe Eaft, went before them, till it came 
and ſtood ever, where the Wung Child was. 1 4 
| 10. When they ſaw the Star, they rejoiced with exceeding 
rear Joy. | a, 
11. Aud when they were come into the Houſe, they ſaw the 
rung Child with Mary his Mother, and fell down and worſbip- 
bed him: And when they had opened their Treaſures, they pre- 
ſented unto him Gifts : Gold, and Frankincenſe and Myrrh. E 
| 12: And being warned of God in a Dream, that they ſhould 
nor return unto Herod, they departed into their own Country 
another Way. | | 8 


RE A and Glorious are the Riches 0 
of the Goſpel laid un in the Lord 
FES US; but hard is the Waf to 
| come at em. In him dwells a Divine 
Fulneſs, and Store of heavenly Promiſes ; but 
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4 4 A Sermon upon 


not to be communicated to any, but to thoſe that 


— 1 
: 

2 

1 * 
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approach Him with a Soul well emptied of her 
own Riches and Fulneſs. CHRIST 1s the great 
Light of the World; ſcattering and ſpreading his 
Beams every where; and yet is ſeen but by ve- 
ry few. He moves ſtill in the midſt of the Seven 
golden Candleſticks; but obſerv'd by none but 
thoſe only, that turn with St. John, in order to 
ſee him. He is of a moſt diffuſive and commu- 


nicative Nature; and yet, alas! Theie is but a 
few that taſt of his abounding Kindneſs, and 
ſtill leſs of thoſe that drink abundantly thereof. 


Though he be full of divine Ointments, yet is 


there but few, that will be taken with the ſweet | 


Savour going forth from him. He is the Tree 


of Life in the midſt of Paradiſe, of a free and 


ready Acceſs; and yet there is but few that will 
fit down under its Shadow, and enjoy the gra- 
cious Preſence and Protection thereof. He is that 
overflowing Fountain of Life, opened to all, and 
ſhut to none: The glorious Sun ſhining upon all, 


but warming and quickening but few by his heal- 3 


ing Inffuence. Ina Word: The Grace of God that 


bringethSalvtiom hath APPEARED inChriſt ro ALL if 


Men; but the Number of thoſe that truly de- 
light in this holy, healing and ſaving Epiphany, 


is exceeding ſmall. Many are ſo deeply involvd 


into Works of Darkneſs, and by a long and con- 


tinual Courſe of Sinning, got ſo far acquainted j 
with Darkneſs, that they perfectly hate the Light, | 


and don't come to the Light, leſt their Deeds ſhould 


be diſcovered and reproved. Their Mind is fo | 


far ſmothered with Ignorance and Darkneſs, that 


that little Spark of divine Light, which even 


after the Fall will now and then ſhine in upon 


the Son], and thereby make a Stir in the Thoughts, | 
is utterly overpower'd, and may perhaps in ſome | 
be entirely put to Silence, if not betimes ſup- | 


ported 


The Epiphany of Chriſt. 5 
ported by a high Hand, and by a ſuperior Prin- 
ciple reſtored to its firſt Vigour and Integrity. 
In ſuch a Soul where now all the Corners are 
filled with Darkneſs, and no Light ſuffered to 
come in, the Filthineſs of Sin, will at laſt prove” 
indiſcernible; and the Soul thus deſtitute of a 
ſufficient Meaſure of Light, whereby to diſcover 
Sin in its native Uglineſs and Heinouſneſs, will 
too often be impoſed upon by the inſinuative 
Treachery of Sin, and hug a Vice under the Ap- 
= pearance of Virtue. LE 
Such is the Nature of Sin, that after being 
too long, indulged, it renders the Soul utterly 
| unfit for diſtinguiſhing any longer betwixt Light 
and .Darkneſs, and diſables her to make a ſaving” 
Uſe and Application of the Means tender'd to- 
her for her ſpiritual Reſcue. The Mill will be 
rebellious againſt any Thing that ſeems to offer 
Violence to its wonted Licentiouſneſs. The Af- 
fectiam will now purſue theirPleaſures without any 
Let or Controul. The Underſtanding itſelf being 
Ponce fall'n away from that divine Singleneſs it 
was firſt endued with, is now — into an 
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Approbation of Abundance of Errors and Delu- 
ſions. And Things being thus diſordered witb- 
in, and even the more interior Faculties of the 
Soul. infected with the fatal Contagion of Sin 
and Corruption; Alas! How can it be expected, 
that the Conduct of our Ouward Life and Con- 
verſation, ſhould be better ordered? The baſe 
and ignoble Part will needs be ſubject to the 
more excellent one. All outward Acts and Deeds 
wil but too much ſavour of the Diſtempers fo- 
ſtering within. Never a pure Stream will pro- 
ceed from a filthy Puddle. And who will be able 
to put on the Armour of Light, or walk as 4 Child 
of Light, whilſt Darkneſs domineers over the 
A 3 Soul, 
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6 | A Sermon upon 
Soul, and indiſpoſes her for the very Reception of 
the healing Light of the Goſpel. 

And in this diſmal State, My Beloved ! How 
ſhould we :be able duly to deen ate the Feſtival 
of Epiphany, whilſt we our ſelves are Children „ 
Darkneſs, love Darkneſs, walk in Darkneſs, have 
Fellowſhip wir h the untruitful' Works of | Darkneſs, | 
Nay, are Darkneſs our ſelves? Truly, our Loſs is 
great, our Darkneſs powerful, our Spirit refra- 
_ Etory, our Corruptions diffuſive, our Malady de- 
Þ ſperately bad, and our own Will the greateſt | 
3K Promoter of 'the Works of Darkneſs! But lo 

There is a precious Medicine, to heal all our 

Diſtempers, if wiſely applied. A glorions E- 
piphany appears, ſcattering 12 Beams into the 
darkeſt Corners of the Soul. I ſhinoth in Dark- 
neſs, though Darkneſs comprehendeth it not. Happy 
are they, that rake heed unto it, until the Day damn, 
and the Day- Star diſpelling the thick Clouds and 
Miſts of Error and Ignorance, ariſe in their Hearts. 
But this is a gradual Work: And as the riſing of 
the Sun is not in an Inſtant, but by Degrees, ſo 
is this. For a farther' Proof and Illuſtration 
j whereof, the Hiſtory contained in the Goſpel WM 
for this Day, may ſerve: It ſhews us, under the 
Cover of an Hiſtorical Narration, the gradualsteps 9 
to a true ſpiritual Illumination of the M ind, together 
wi th the various Operations attending it. Hence to 
improve the better the Occaſion of this of my 
Bulinefs fall be, to EO | = 
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Firſt, In its Dawning State. 
| Secondly, In its Progreſs or Increaſe. 
l 1 its full Luſtre and Brightneſs. 


— ᷣũ——́B— & Ate 4A — 
r — 


* 


The 


— . —— 


g a — 2 
8 8 —— 


The Bpipbmy of Chrif, 7 

The fr Thing, I deſign to offer to your Con- 
ſideration, is N of Chriſt in its firſt and 
aawning Condition. This, I hope, will come more 
lively to your Underftanding, by pondering the 
more material Circumſtances of the Hiſtory, con- 
cerning the wiſe Men in our Text; it being 
uſual that Hiſtorical Glances and Inſinuations, 
leave a deeper Impreſſion upon the Minds of Men, 
than many long and tedions Precepts. And tru- 
ly, as for the Sacred Hiſtories in particulat, they 
being not pentied after an ordinary Manner, are 
beyond any other, infinitely enriched with pro- 
found Abſtruſities, fit to create a becoming Re- 
verence in the Reader, and by degrees to qualiſie 
the Mind, to receive in Time. the inſtructive 
22s og without any Veil or Covering. But this by 
the By. Sie * 17 
2 Ne Journey then theſe wiſe Men undertook 
to JESUS CHRIST, we may trace the more 


ſecret Footſteps, leading to a ſound and ſaving 
Knowledge of our bleſſed Redeemer. We have 
ſeen, ſay they, his Star in the Eaſt, Let us ob- 
ſer ve here the very firſt Dawn of Epiphany, pointing 
at a Diſtance, at a compleater Ri inten of the 
Lord JESUS, which in Time ſhould ſucceed. It's 
true, it was but an obſcure and imperfect One, 
yet prov'd it the Beginning of a fuller and more 
glorious Epiphany. And certainly, it had a noble 
Effect upon thoſe that were dignified with the 
Sight thereof. For the ſeeing of this one Star 
lufluenced their Soul to that Degree, that they 
could not be at reſt, till they had compaſſed a 
long and tedious Journey, and enjoyed himſelf, 
whoſe Star they had ſeen before. If there be any 
Influence of the celeſtial Bodies into theſe infe- 
rior Regions, to move and to nouriſh em, here 
is one jiadeed; and truly, ſuch a one, as left a 
molt powerful and healing Impreſſion behind it. 
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8 4A A Sermon upon 
Here let us conſider, what Uſe the wiſe Men 
made of this firſ# Conviction concerning the Mef- 
ſiah lately born into the World. They don't 
alledge any other Reaſon for coming to Jeruſa- 
lem, than this uncommon Star, which they ſaw 
in the Eaſt. Ve have ſeen his Star, and we are 
come. | | 
With what Candour and Faithfulneſs do theſe 
Men improve the very firſt Senſe of a Divine 
Conviction ? You ſee, they don't acquieſce at all in a 
bare and idle Contemplation of that Star, which 
the Lord was pleaſed to make Inſtrumental for 
their Conviction. On the contrary, you may 
read Life and Enterprize in their whole Con- 
duct after the Appearance of this Star. Their 
Affections are fired. Their Deſires and Inclina- 
tions are ſtretch'd from Arabia to Fudea. Their 
Will is ſet a-work ; but particularly, their Love 
to this Royal Infant, rais'd and inlarg'd beyond 
the Limits of Nature. See what an attractive 
Virtue there is in the Lord JESUS, and how 
wonderfully He affects the Minds of thoſe that ſee 
his Star, and are ready to follow it. No ſooner 
do they enter Jeruſalem, but their firſt Queſtion 
is: Where is he that is born King of the Jews ? For 
we have ſeen his Star, and are come. They ſee and 
come. They did never reſt in the Means. Not 
in theStar, though indeed it was a greatHelp and a 
leading-ſtar unto them. Nor did they take up in the 
firſt Convictions, but improv'd every Thing to its 
true and genuine End, which is an Experimental and 
Saving Knowledge of Jeſus Chrift. = = 
My Ecloved ! This Star may afford us plentiful 
Matter for Conſideration. Should not we after 
a ſerious Search diſcover many a Star, which all 
along has been ſhining unto us? The Grace of 
God is appeared to all. But if we reſt in the 
Sight of the Star, we ſhail never come to the 


The Epiphauy of Chrift. 9 


Sight of the Lord, and of his ſpiritual Epiphany. 
This is but the forerunning Diſpenſation, the 
knocking Grace, the inviting Love, *T1s a. Star 
that points at Chriſt at a diſtance. And certain- 
ly, the wiſe Men knew too well, that the Star of 
Chriſt, was not Chriſt himſelf, nor the Invita- 
tion of the former, the Enjoyment of the latter, 
I am afraid, here miſtake too many in their 
Choice; and that many adore the Star, whilft 
they might enjoy the Sun! How many flatter 
themſelves with ſome ſweet Invitations of Grac 
and yet never come to the Poſleſſion thereof. 
They do taſt it, but don't poſſeſs it. All what 
they pretend to, are at, the beſt, but ſome 
tranſitory Glimpſes and Glances. The Grace of 
God ſhines por them, but doth not dwell iz 
them. Happy is that Soul that preſſeth more 
forward with theſe wiſe Men, not taking up 
with ſome imperfect Prelibations, whilſt there 
is ſo plentiful a Stock of divine Grace to be en- 
joyed. And who would value himſelf upon Acount 
of the Means, if theſe be not improv'd to their 
genuine End ? Will the bare Sight of the Means 
render him happy? What are all divine Inftitu- 
tions? What are Sacraments, Sermons, and other 
Ordinances ? Certainly, they are Stars pointing at 
Chriſt. What is the ſacred Word it ſelf? A Telti- 
mony of the Lord JESUS as the great Reſtorcr 
of our Breaches. But will the bare ſearching of 
the Letter, withou® ever coming to Chriſt, give 
ns Life? No, no more than it did the Jews of 
old, who with a ſollicitous Application ſearch'd 
= thevcriptures, but at the ſame Time were told, that 
they had ot heard the Voice of the Father at any 
Time, nor ſeen his Shape. The true Reaſon was, 
becauſe they taking up in the Letter, and ſcorn- 
ing to come to Chriſt, never attaja'd to the 
| Rs Life 
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10 A Sermon upon 


Life and Spirit, Marrow and Subſtance of Reli- 
gion, John, V. 37,—., 40. is 
Therefore my Beloved ! Let us at the ſame 
Time, whilſt we are buſie about the Means with- 
out us, be 1ntent alſo on the Operation of the 


Spirit within us. This is the Way to improve 


and to bring home the Means. Some are of O- 
Pinion, that the Star which guided the wiſe Men, 
was quite a © ſupernatural and ſupernumerary Star, 
altogether above that common Set which uſually 
adorns the Heavens, Others ſay, it mov'd in a 
Manner more extraordinary than the reſt of the 
Stars. Whatever it was; this is beyond all 
Doubt, that at this Time, the Star aQed by a 
divine and ſupernatural Appointment. Let theſe 
wiſe Men be never ſo wiſe; yet was it not their 
own Wiſdom that brought them. to Chriſt. Let 
them behold the Stars. with never ſo much In- 
tention ; yet would it have prov'd at laſt, but an 
uſeleſs Contemplation, if there had not been a par- 
ticular Operation all along accompanying the 


Star, and working upon the Mind, whilſt the 


Eye beheld the Star. We. have ſeen, ſay they, HIS 
Star. Not, as if the other Stars had not been His 
too; but becauſe this had a diſtinguiſhingCharacter 
ſtamped upon it, and pointed at Chriſt in a Man- 
ner more extraordinary and uncommon. And 
this may ſuggeſt us another uſeful Obſer vation. 
*Tis not out own natural Wir, Reaſon, or Wil- 
dom, let it be never ſo ſharp and inquiſitive, 
that will bring us to a ſaving Knowledge of the 
Myſteries of Salvation. Certainly, there muſt 
be a ſupernatural Work. Tis the SPIRIT of 
Chriſt, who alone is able to carry off that natu- 
ral Dulneſs that clouds our Mind, and to mollify 
it into a teachable Frame. Tis He that roots 
out the Stubhoraneſs of our natural Temper, and 
conveys in its Room, a gentle, obſequious, and 

* 


The Epiphany of Chriff, 11 
congeſcending Diſpoſition. Tis He that enlarges 


our Faculties, and - qualifies em for receiving 
heavenly and ſupernatural Impreſſions. He fays : 


This is the Way thou ſhalt go; declining” neither to 


the Right Hand, nor to the Left. If there be but 
on our Side, a fincere Compliance with his Ope- 
rations, and a Readineſs, 20 do the Will of the Fa- 
ther; then he will inſtruct us and teach m in the 
Way which we ſhall . He will guide u5 with hjs 
Eye, Pf. XXXII. e ſhall know of the Doctrine of 
Chriſt, whether it be of God, ſoh. Il. 17. And 
we ſhall find the Way cut ont for us, in the 
Midſt of ſo many unchriſtian Contentions 
and worſe Practices overſpreading the World. 
Without this divine Principle reſiding in the 
Soul, to ſway and to influence her Faculties; theſe 
will never be able to ſtir from their natural 
Liſtleſſneſs; nor fit to follow the Star that leads 
to Chriſt, They are frozen over with a fatal 
Deadneſs, when they are to venture ſomething 
for the Sake of Religion. Tis true, they are 
quick and active enough, whenever an Opportu- 
nity offers, either to obtain ſome Honour in the 
Worlds or to purchaſe a few uncertainR iches. What 
a Buſtle is there to get them, and what an anxi- 
ous Care to increaſe em? What an Eagerneſs 
to graſp in Poſſeſſion, whatever our ' unbounded, 
Deſires fix on? But bid them to act upon Ac- 
count of Religion; à Buſineſs generally attended 
with unkind Cenſures, unjuſt Reproaches, Mock- 
ings,Loſſes,and otherSufferings. Bid them to deny 
generouſly whatever may prove an Impediment 
in their ſpiritual Warfare; It may be Riches or 
Honours, Friends or Relations, Intereſt or Par- 
ty, and any other vain Entanglement; and then 
you will ſoon find how all the former Activity, 
is now all on a ſudden become a dead Clog, and 
utterly unwilling to move ia ſo unwelcome a 
Sphere. 
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12 Sermon upon | 


Sphere. Tis then like Aoab, that loves rg be 
at Eaſe, ang being ſettled on his Lees, doth not 
like to be emptied from Veſſel to Veſſel. And don't 
you now think, that there has been a ſuperna- 
tural Power to inſpire theſe wiſe Men, with ſuch an 
enlarged Deſire after Chriſt, as mov'd them from 
Arabia to Judea? That made them quit their 
native Country, and, if they have been Kings, 
as ſome will have it, their Dominiong too, and 
this only. on Account to go and to worſhip the 
Infant-King of the Jews ? Truly, one that can't 
diſcover in all this, a ſublime and ſupernatural 
Operation, muſt needs be little acquainted with,the 
Slothfulneſs of his own Nature, and the Power of 
the Spirit which alone, is able, to overcome it. 


The Second Thing propoſed to be conſider'd, 
is the ſpiritual Epiphany of Chriſt, in its Progreſs 
and Tucreaſe.. The firſt Dann towards. this glo- 
rious Work, is on God's Side, a ſupernatural Con- 
wittioa ſtriking in upon the Mind; and on our 
Side, a ready and generous Compliance with this di- 
vine Operation. Where Things are come to this 
Paſs, there is certainly Break of Day, and no 
doubt, will by a progreſſive Increaſe, draw 
nearer and nearer to the bleſſed' Epiphany, and 
lively Knowledge of Chriſt. But here we find k 
the wiſe Men, put to various Trials and Per- 
plexities. It ſeems, they did not only loſe the 
Star which they ſaw in the Eaſt, but were un- 
doubtedly not a little, aſtoniſhed, when now 
coming to cheir Journey's End, they found that 
Large and Royal Town in fo fatal an Ignorance 
of Things concerning ſo grand and important an 
Affair; whereas they perhaps ſuppoſed, that 
City and Country ſhould ring of it. So ignorant 
were they, that Strangers muſt come, and route 
'em from their ſhameful Lethargy, and bring 'em 
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The Epiphany of Chrif. 13 
the firſt News of Things, ſo nearly relating to 
their own domeſtick Affairs. Hereupon, an Aſ- 
ſembly of the Chief Prieſts and Scribes, making up 
perhaps the great Jewiſh Sanhedrim, muſt be ga- 
thered, to ſift into the Matter more narrowly, 
and ro enquire, Where Chriſt ſhould be born? 

This, one ſhould think, was enough to ſtagger 
the moſt reſolute Aſſurance, and to make theſe 


Men believe, the Star they ſuppoſed to have 


ſeen, was perhaps, but a fanciful Star; a Star 


of their own making, and the meer Product of 


an active Fancy. But in all theſe Tranſactions, 
we may trace ſome ſecret Foot-ſteps of Pro- 
vidence, not ſo eaſily to be fathomed by the 
ſhort Line of our Underſtanding. Firſt of all, the 
Star which they had ſeen in the Eaſt, was with- 
drawn from them. They had loſt the Sight of 
the Star, becaule *tis plain, they miſtook their 
Way, making ſpeed to Jeruſalem, whereas Chriſt 
was born at Bethlehem. This may afford ns Mat- 
ter of Reflection. No ſooner doth the Principle 
of Grace hide itſelf, but Humane REASON will 
ſtep in, and ſet up for a Guide in Affairs of Re- 
ligion. Reaſon is an imperions Miſtreſs, when- 
ever ſhe gets the leading Hand in Religion; 
though generally ſhe miſleads her Followers, and 
puts them to Trials and Temptations. The wiſe 
Men thought now, it was moſt likely to find the 
King in a Royal City, a Place, beſides crowded 
with learned Scribes and Phariſees, and Men of 
the firſt Note. But this was the - Suggeſtion of 
a meer natural Underſtanding; which as it ge- 
nerally looks for Things, that make a great and 


pompous Appearance in the World; fo it is 
apt to draw thoſe aſide, that follow it too cloſe. 
REASON leads to FJeruſalem, but GRACE to 
Bethlehem. However, even this is often permit- 
ted by the Lord, for Good and holy Ends. For 
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14 A Sermon upon 
a Soul once led aſide, by a falſe and impoſterous 
Light, will aow with the greater Wonder and 
Regardbehold the True Star ; I mean,the Principle 
of 4 ſingle Faith, and of an uareſery'd Dependance 
upon the Lord, whenever it comes to appear 
again, in its quiet and ſerene Luſtre. With 
what exceeding great Foy were theſe wiſe Men 
affected? When now the Star. which they had 
ſeen in the Eaſt, began to be ſeen again, and 
to go: before em. But in Order to this, Herod, 
and his proud Jeruſalem, whom they had appli- 
ed to, muſt firſt be left; and this done, their 
true and ſafe Star, which hitherto did ſhine 
undiſcerned, breaks now forth again, to the 
incomparable Joy. of theſe inquiſitive Travellers. 

Another Ob/ervation we may draw hence, is the 
Vigour and unſhaken Firmneſs of Mind, that may 
be read in all the progreſſive Steps of theſe 
Men. They purſued the Way, notwithſtanding: 
their beloved Star was withdrawn for a while, 
and they themſelves in a Manner benighted vader 
various Doubts and Perplexities. And theſe un- 
doubtedly more increas'd, when they now reach'd 
Feruſalem; and, inſtead of finding the Royal 
Babe, found a ſpacious Town buried in a dead 
Ignorance : Nay; which, inſtead of rejoicing at 
ſo glorious a Piece of News, was much troubled 
at it. So untrodden are the Ways that lead to 
the Lord; and fo hidden his Foot-ſteps before 
the Eye of Reaſon ! But all theſe ſeeming Diſ- 
appointments did not ſhake, © but rather inflame 
their Defires. Tis true, Hope deferred, as Solo- 
mon tells us, Prov. XIII. 12. makes the Heart 
ck"; but it is no lefs true, what he adds im- 
mediately: When the Deſire comes, it is a Tree of 
Life. Or as he explaineth it, Ver. 19: The Deſire 
accompliſhed is ſweet to the Soul. Some Souls ſeem to be 
now and then willing enough, to ſpend themſelves 
f | en- 


| Nay, the more myſterious. Depths of the whole 
_ Ceconomy of Reſtoration, diſplay themſelves 


The Epiphany of Chriff. 1 5 
entirely in the Service of God, whiiſt they can 


have the glorious Sight of a ſparkling Star go- 


ing before them; IL mean, whilſt they can enjoy 
the gracious Preſence of God, warming and 


quickening the Heart, with the Infuſion of ſome 


heavenly Joy and Comfort. But no ſooner their 


Star diſappears, than their Devotion grows 
faint, and is like to diſappear with the Star. 


Whereas Chriſtians ſhould uſe themſelves, to 


live upon a more ſolid and ſubſtantial Stock; and 


this is FAIT H, the Subſtance of Things hoped for, 
the Evidence of Things not ſeen; and inſtead. of 
gazing too much, on the Income of too merce- 
ry a Comfort, take up the Croſs daily, and follow 
the Lord wherever he goes. 
This is the daily Leſſon cut out for a Soul, 


that heartily endeavours to find the Lord. How. 
many a ſweet and comfortable Epiphany of divine 


Love and Mercy is diſcovered under the Croſs ! 


moſt ſeelingly under Croſſes, Trials, and Pro- 


bations. And truly, there is a Myſtery of the 
| Crojs. The Lord has marked the moſt preti- 
ous jewels of his Kingdom with a Croſs. And 
0g 15 is the Reaſon, the natural Man being an ut- 
ter Enemy of the Croſs of Chriſt, ſhrinks back 
at the firſt Approach thereof; and thus getting 


never a ſatisfactory Inſight into the more ſecret 


Ito IESUs, 


1 3 * 


eceſſes of the Kingdom of God, is far enough 
rom the true Celebration of ſpiritual Epiphany, 
or of the ſweet Manifeſtation of Chriſt, which 
commonly ſucceeds the Croſs. And Oh l that in this. 
Important Matter, we might learn more to look, 
ny the Author and Finiſher of Faith, 
Leeping our Eye fixed on him, as the moſt uner- 

ing Pattern, and on his Conduct, as a never. 


failing Rule he hath ſet before us. What a gr rs 
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more ſavoury, and enrich the Soul with many 


16 | 72 A Sermon upon 
and wonderful Fpiphany of Power and Majeſty, 
attended not his Baptiſm? There appeared the 
whole T&INITY in a Manner, both moſt ſolemn 
and Majeſtick. The Lord, during this glorious 
Epiphany, was by a Voice from Heaven, pro- 
claimed as the beloved Son of God, and dignified 
with the Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt upon him. But 
lo! How ſoon this endearing and ſolemn Epi- 
phany diſappeareth! Now the very ſame Spirit, 
which a little before deſcended like a Dove on 
Him, leads him up into the Wilderneſs, there 
to be tempted of the Devil. To teach us, that none is 
to plead an Exemption from Trials and Tempta- 
tions, ſince that Son which was ſo beloved, (Matth. 
III. 17.) Nay, the Son of the Love of God, as he 
is ſtiled in another Place, (Col. I. 13.) and on 
whom, the Devil had neither Right nor Power, 
was encompaſſed with ſo many Temptations of 
the infernal Spirit, And who would believe, 
that ail this ſhonld contribute ſo much, towards 
rendring the ſucceeding Epiphany of Chriſt the 
more illuſtrious, if Experience did not convince 
us of the ſame. *Tis ſaid indeed, that after 
theſe Temptations, the Devil left the Lord, and 
Angels came and miniſtred unto Him. | 
Thus it is with every Soul that follows her 
cal and Saviour, or as the Lord expreſſes it, 
continues with him in his Temptations. By theſe 
Doubts, Temptations, and Perplexities, the Soul 
gathers in ſpiritnal Experience and Prudence; 
Things ſo mightily helpful, towards begetting 
2 ſpiritual Life within, and framing a conſci- 
entious Behsviour abroad. For as the wiſe Man 
tells vs: He that hath no Experience knoweth little; 
ſo Trials and Temptations, if wiſely improved, 
will make the Knowledge of ſpiritual Matters 


experimental Obſervations of the various way 
=» oo . an 


2 


Die Epipbauy of Chrif#: 17 

ald Diſpenſations of God. And this will enable 
her to bring forth out of the good Treaſure of 
the Heart good Things, tending to a profitable 
Inſtruction and Correction of others. If ſhe 
happens to commit now and then a falſe Step: 
being ſurpriſed into an Error by the Subtilty of 
the Serpent; ſhe now grows the more ſuſpicions 
of his Plots, and by Prayer and Watchifulneſs 
making her Eye ſingle, goes on from Strength to 
Strength. Such a Soul will learn at laſt, that af 
Things, arid even the withdrawing of the diyine 
Light, whenever the Lord thinks it fit, will work 
for Good, and qualify her in Time for theEnjoyment 
of a more ſteady and glorious Light. But this 
will be the Third particular to be inſiſted on; 
which I will do in a few Words, and then draw 
to a Concluſion. l SA 


The Third Branch then of my Diſcourſe, is the 
Confideration of the ſpiritual Epiphany in its 
full Luſtre and Brightneſs. The Text ſpeaks thus, 
Ver. 9: And lo the Star which they ſaw in the Eaſt; 
went before them, TILL it came and ſtood over 
where the Child was. Here is the compleat Petiod 
and happy End of their Journey. The Star that 
cad theſe Holy Travellers from Jeruſalem to 
—= £ethlebem, is now at a ſtand. It moves no farther, 
ſince the Sun of Righteouſneſs appears, warm- 
ing, cheriſhing and quickening the weary Tra- 
== v<llers with healing in his Wings, Mal. IV. 2: All 
the Miſts of Doubts and Perplexities, together 
with all the cold and offenſive Moiſtures of Fear 
and Temptation, which perhaps would now and 
then cloud their Mind, are now diſpell'd and dried 
upall on a ſudden. The leſſer Light that ruled them 
nin the Night, and influenced em with a ſtrong ch. 
= 4:0: only, one oe away; and a gfezter Light 
carrying Day in its Wings begins to fiſe; This 
Day irradiates their Vydertaiidifiz with 4 Eleaf 

8 win Knows 


1 — 


J nts Ang Vere. oh WP 8... $ 
* pe 


W $08 In, 4 LANES 
* 1 


1 


— 
— 8 — — 


— * 2 —— — - 


1 
. 
* 
1 
44 
7 * 
1 'T 
B74 
1. | 
2 : 
4> 3 
' * 


—— "wt 


** 


3 — * A 
enn 
SI IS — ID 


—— — 


- 


<4 


- 


" 
wat y 33 'S 2 A * 
gy. <a ec wh gy rere 
— — chats — — 8 * x 


= 


—— — 


FF ge as 2 EE Ro 


ritual Notions and Conceptions ; but as the Sun, 


fluence into all theſe inferior Bodies, and with 


ſion, they had ſeen a 


now happily ended. 


- Ornaments, that perhaps would have tranſported 


18 A Sermon apon ; 
Knowledge; influences their Wil with a moſt. 
ardent and endearing Love; and infuſes a divine 
Temper into all the Affections and Faculties of the 
Soul. This Light doth not only guild and 
beautify the Underſtanding with a fine Set of ſpi- 


you know, conveys a healing and nouriſhing In- 


his overflowing and reſplendent Luſtre, revives 
what in a Manner was, dead and benummed ; ſo 
doth this. Now is their Mind calm and com- 
poſed, F that Buſtle and Confu- 
the Court of Jeruſalem, at 

the Report of theſe Tidings. A ſweet Serenity 
of Mind, and unpaſſionate Evenneſs of Spirit, is 
the uſual Effect of the glorious Epiphany of Chriſt. 

When they were come into the Houſe, they ſaw the 

Young Child with Mary his Mother. They draw 
nearer and nearer, till at laſt they could burſt 
out with the Spouſe: I have found whom my Soul 
loveth! And here is the Celebration of the true 
Epiphany in the Spirit. Here they ſaw and taſted 
how gracious the Lord is. An abundant Com- 
penſation makes up all their Loſſes and Per- 
plexities. The crooked Ways wherein Wiſdom 
uſes to lead her Children, (Ecclws. IV. 17.) are 
Their Heart was a little 
troubled in ſeeking, but now they have gotten a good 
Poſſeſſion. They had a little Labour, but have now 
found much Reſt. Now they reſt from the Day of 
Toll and Labour. 
And do you think, it was barely the bodily 
Sight, that raiſed their Mind to ſuch a Heighth 
of Veneration, as made 'em fall down before 
this Royal Babe? Truly, there was little or nothing 
of all this glittering Apparel and of thoſe Royal 


the Senſes of the Spectators, or cut out ſome 
Work for the Fancy, to muſe upon. All this, 
| ** you 


Ile Epiphany of chriſt. 1 
you know, is wanting here. So that ye mult jook 
for another Spring e eee e from; 
David had under the Old Teſtament a lively Senſe, 
though never ſuch à Sight, of the Glory of thisKing, 
as theſe Men had, when his Heart boyling within, 
made bis Tongue the Pen of a ready Writer, F/. 
XLV. Thou art, ſays he, fairer than the Children 
of Men: Grace is poured into thy Lips: Therefore 
God has bleſſed thee for ever. —— In thy Majeſty 


” * 
* 


ride proſperouſiy, becauſe of Trut hy and Mee ln eſs, and 
Righteouſneſs, &c. And we have Reaſon io be- 
lieve, that the wiſe Men in the Goſpel, had no 
leſs Eſteem for this Young Child, than what is 
due to a King. The Preſeats offered to Him, 
declare the Diſpoſition of their Mind; it being 
the Cuſtom of the Eaſt, to bring Gifts to thoſe, 
whom they acknowledged to be their Kings; 
= Which profound Veneration, expreſs'd by the 
very Proſtrition of their Bodies, muſt needs be 
beholden to another Principle, than what Nature 
is able to afford. 8 7 
And now Beloved ! To draw to a Concluſion: 
Let us briefly conſider upon the whole, the End 
and the Main Scope of the Epiphany, or of the Appear- 
ance of Chriſt in our Fleſh ; and how this, as the Baſis 
and Ground-work of all the reſt, may prove In- 
troductory to his Epiphany in our Spirit. Tis 
a ſaid, Tit. II. 11: That the Grace of God that 
== 5 :geth Salvation hath appeared (ir:gavn) to all Men 3 
= * caching us, that denying angodlineſs and worldly Luſts, 
ve ſhould live ſoberly, righteouſly and godly in this 
Preſent World. The firſt Leſſon, which the Ap- 
pearance of Grace at the very firſt Initiation in- 
0 Chriſtianity, teaches us, is Self denial. It ap- 
peareth and teaches to deny. Let then every one 
(cake care, how he manageth the Grace, appearia 
in the Incarnation of Chriſt ; leſt, by a wrong an- 
WT finiſter Application of ſo ſacred 4. Thing, he 
$ Pound and maſt his Coulcietice, which it ſhould 
| 2 heat: 
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10 A Sermon upon 


in the Right Way of celebrating alſo his Epi- 


that the Lord was made manifeſt (in our Fleſh,) 7 


fying, and healing theSoul,and hereby enabling her, 


heal. There are ſome that receive the Grace of 
God in vain, (2 Cor. VI. 1.) and for want of a 
right Improvement, forfeit it quite at laſt. O- 
thers go a Step farther, and turn it into Laſci- iſ 
viouſneſs, (Jud. Ver. 4.) and both in Life and Do- 
Arine deny the Lord JESUS CHRIST, by whoſe * 
Grace, they ſhould have denied Ungodlinefs and | 
worldly Luſts. Others indulging themſelves, in 
all Manner of licentious Practices, fall ſhort, or 
fail of the Grace of God, (Heb. XII. 15.) by ix 
whoſe Power, they ſnould have mortified the Cra- 
vings of their inordinate Appetite. 
Therefore my Beloved ! Look carefully, better 
to anſwer in your whole Life and Conduct, the 
End and Scope of the Appearance of the Grace of 
God in Chriſt, and of the Appearance of Chriſt 
in our Fleſh. If you do this, then truly, you are 


phany in your Spirit. For they both go toge- 
ther, one being the Product of the other. hut 
not to miſtake in the END, for which Chriſt, 
and in Him the Grace of God did appear, the 
Apoſtle tells us farther, that he hath appeared to pur 
away Sin, Heb. IX. 26. And another tells us, 


to take away our Sins, 1 Joh. III. 5. and to deſtroy 1 
the Works of the Devil, Ver. 8. And juſt before 
you were told, that the Grace of God did ap- 
pear, to teach us Self-denial and a godly Life. And 
all this in order to ſave Sinners, for which, the 
Lord came into the World, (1 Tim. I. 15.) but 
which can't be brought about, except the reign- WM 
ing Power of Sin be broke, raining the nobleſt 
Faculties of the Mind, and, if not ſuppreſſed in 
Time, ſhutting them out for ever from all the 
Regions of the glorious Light, and Epiphany of WW 
the Lord. You ſee then, that there is an Epiphany Ml 
of Grace, (Tit. II. 11.) cleanſing, purifying, juſti- MW 


ow 


ö 


The Epiphany of Chriſt. 21 
to live a ſober, righteous and godly Life, even in this 
preſent World. And then an Epiphany of Glory, 
(Ver. 13.) which will certainly ſucceed the firſt, 
if the ſame be well improy'd on our Side, and will 
be conferr'd on all ſuch as do not hate, but 
love the Appearing, or the, glorious Epiphany of 
the Lord, 2 Tim. IV. 8. W 

Now this reſtoring Grace of God, as it appeareth 


to all Men, ſo it appeareth to every one in his pra- 


per Place andStation, in order to tutor and to diſci- 
pline him for this great & ultimate END. God takes 


Men at and by their Work. Whilft the wiſe Men in 


my Text, were behold ing the Stars, it being the ir 
chief Profeſſion and Employment, God was pleaſed 
to come home unto them, and condeſcending to 
their Capacity, made their outward Profeſſion the 
firſt Step and Inſtrament towards their ſpiritual 
Converſion to the Lord, So many Ways hath Provi- 
dence,to convey a healingLight and Convictiominto 
a Soul, that doth not wilfully ſhut her Eye againſt 

it. FTE 
You may learn alſo from theſe wiſe Men, the 
Power and Energy of a divine Conviction, if well 
improved. This one Star became to them, a lead- 
ing Star to everlaſting Bliſs and Happineſs: And 
even 1n this World it produced, as you have heard, 
a wonderful Train of many heavenly Operations, 
tending to a ſound Knowledge of Chriſt, and to 
a ſpiritual Epiphany of his Kingdom in their 
Souls. But 1 ſay; J well improved. This Im- 
Provement doth not conſiſt in gazing at the 
Star: in being pleas'd with its ſparkling and 
glittering Emanations; but in following it con- 
ſtantly, TILL we attain Chriſt in us, the Hope of 
Glory, Col. I. 279. Alas! Bow many are theie 
now-adays, that pleaſe themſelves in a fine Set of 
outward Duties and Performances: Others, will 
reſt in a primitive Form and Way of Worſhip : 
Others take up in the firſt Impreſſion and Ir- 
a B 3 | Vitail n 
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Star leads you the ſame Way, 'tis then undoubt- 


Tparkling Stars pointing at Chriſt, and at laſt 


22 A Sermon upon. ́ 
vitation of Grace. Others again, think they have 
done enough, if by hear ſay, they have gathered 
in ſome ſuperficial Knowledge of the practical 
Points of Religion, which upon Occaſion, they may 
deliver to others again. Others, place their Reli- 
gion in aTaſt of every new Opinion that is ſtarted. 

Beloved ! | would not be miſtaken here. . You 
know, I often; have proteſted, that I don't caſt 
away any Means, that in any degree might 
prove ſerviceable for carrying you nearer to the 
END of Religion, and the true Manifeſtation of 
Chriſt in your Souls. But this you know too, I 
often have complain'd. of, that, though every Party 
cries up the Nobleneſs of their Conſtitution, and 
of their Way of Worſhip ; there be yet ſo very few 
that will follow theirStar toChriſt, in order to be in- 
grafted into, and to receive Life and Light from Him. 
Truly, you may pretend to whatever you pleaſe; 
if your Star doth not lead you to CHRIST, it 
will prove 1% you but a blazing Star at laſt ; which 
as it is apt to attract the Eyes of the Beholders for 
a while, ſo by its Decay and vaniſhing away, it ſoon 
diſcovers it had no ſtable Place among the Stars; 
and that inſtead of an healing Virtue, it ſeat 
forth nothing but Vapours of a malignant 
Nature, upon thoſe that too much gaz'd on 
it. Therefore, *tis certainly worth your while, 
to examine, what Star you ſee, and whither it 
leads you? The wiſe Men tell you: We have ſeen 
HIS Star. And no ſooner did they ſee ES Star, 
but were powerfully mov'd, to leave all that 
they had, and to follow the Star, till it came and 
ood over where Christ himſelf was. And if your 
edly the Star of Chriſt yon have ſeen.. For what 
comes from Him, leads to Him. All the Types of 
the Old Teſtament, all the Rites aud Ceremo- 
nies of the Law, all the Szcrifices, are as many 


= 


The Epiphany of Chriſt. 23 
(as one expreſſeth it) al vaniſping into Chriſt, that 
nothing be left, but Him alone, who is the 
Marrow and Subſtance of em all. Nay, if you 
would ſurvey the whole Work of the firſt Crea- 
tion, Chiefly aſcribed to the Father, you might 
ſoon be convinced, that it points at and leads to 
the ſecond Creation, wrought by the Son. This 
is the Renewal of the Image of God in our Souls, 
and the putting on of the new Man, created after 
God in Righteonſneſs and true Holineſs, Eph. IV. 24. 
So that all thoſe that belong to, and are in Chriſt, 
muſt be new Creatures, 2 Cor. V. 17. Nay; you 
may read, 2 Cor. IV. 6. that the Creation of the 
_ firſt Light ſhining forth out of Darkneſs, leads 
us to the Light af the ſecond Creation ſhining in 
our Hearts, to produce the Light of the Knowledge 
of the Glory of God, in the Face of Jeſus Chriſt, © 
In aWord : The whole out ard Creation is aStar, 
leading the Way to the ſpiritual Creation or Re- 
generation of ourSoul : And the Kingdom of Nature 
is an outwardExpreſſiou of the Kingdom af Grace, 
and ſhould lead us thereto. But truly it ſeems either, 
your Star muſt ſhine but dim and faint; or you 
muſt be too ſlow to follow it; ſince there are ſo 
few among you that will really enter into aConfor- 
mity with the Mind of Chriſt, and into a hearty 
Compliance with his Will and Precepts, or ven- 
ture ſomething for his Sake. How few is there, 
that will break with their old vain Company, 
though they breath nothing bur Contagion ? How 
few, that will offer an holy Violence to the dar- 
ling of their Propenſions? How few, that will 
generouſly beſtow Part of their Wealth, upon the 
teeding, cloathing and maintaining of Chriſt, as 
theſe wiſe Men did? Tenderneſs and Delicacy 
are utterly misbecoming a true Follower of Chriſt, 
whoſe firſt Leſſon is, as you heard before, the 
Study of Self-denial, ſo unwelcome a Thing to 
che whole Biaſs of our natural Inclinations, 
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24 . A Sermon upon 

A faithful Improvement of the Grace once received, 
as it is a very helpful Means for ſpiritual 
Growth, ſo it is moſt viſibly exemplified in the 
Life and Conduct of theſe wiſe Men. And it 
may ſerve us for Imitation. You know, they 
had but a ſingle Star that lead em on; but fol- 
lowing it in Sincerity of Heart, they reach'd at 
laſt, the very Spring and Fountain of Light and 
Happineſs. *Tis a never-failing Rule: To him that 
bath, ſhall be given, and he ſhall have abundantly, 
after he hath well improy'd, what once he had 
receiv'd. By the firſt Grace which the Lord in- 


fuſeth into the Heart, he puts our Sincerity upon 


Trial. By Sincerity, I mean ſuch a Diſpoſition 
of Mind, whereby we endeavour to ſtand free 
from all Engagement to any ſiniſter By-end in the 
Practice of Religion, and generouſly to lay out 
far the Glory of God, and the Good of our Fel- 
low-Creatures, whatever we have received at his 
Hand. At this Rate, all the Graces return into 
their true and genuine Source, whence they were 
derived. If this be attended with an unſhaken 
Firmneſs of Mind, to proſecute our Way through 
Honour and Diſhonour, through evil Report and 
good Report, we have then laid a Foundation, 
whereon in Time, the whole Structure of a Chri- 


ſtian Life may be raiſed. I 


Let us then examine moſt ſeriouſly, what Uſe 


and Improvement we have made hitherto of the 


Means, afforded us for regaining a true ſpiritual 


Life. The more Means we have for making up 


our ſpiritual Loſſes, the lefs Colour of Pretence 
we have, for palliating our natural Sloth and Dead- 
neſs; and the ſeverer Account we ſhall give to 
Him, who hath offered the Means for obtaining 
the End of Religion, which is a ipiritual Recovery, 
o: what we have loſt by the firſt Sin and Tranſ- 
zue non. This requires no leſs, than that we 


elng DEAD 1a Sins, be QUICKENED again, 


with 
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The Epiphany of Chriſt. 25 
with Chriſt. Religion is a Reſurrection from Death 
to Life, Eph. II. 5. Certainly, before the divine Ju- 
dicatory, an impartial Sentence will be paſt, and 
the Account, undoubtedly proportioned to the 
Talent we have received. Alas! Will then the 
Means aggravate or leſſen our Account? What 
will then become of our high Boaſts of a primi- 
tive Form, when our Life has been defiled, our 
Manners corrupted, our Love to God cold, and all 
our Works, after be ing weighed in theBalancesof the 
Sanctuary, are found wanting? And, I fear, there are 
but too many in all Parties, that have nothing more 
left than the Name that they live, but are dead; 
which, was the Face of the Church of Sardis. 
Shall not then much be required of him, who had 
much given him; and much asked of him, who had 
much committed to his Truſt ? Shall not ſuch a 
one be beaten with many Stripes, whereas others 
may come off with a few! All the ſine Preaching, 
and all the rouſing Sermons, will then ſtand us in no 
ſtead, if they have not, as ſo many Stars, pointed out 
the Way to Chriſt, and by refining our Souls from 
the Droſs of Corruption, reduced us to a true 
Obedience of the holy Goſpel. And what Be- 
nefit will the frequent Uſe of the Lord's-ſupper, or 
of the Communion afford us, if it hath not brought 
our Soul to a true Communion, withChriſt,our bleſ- 
ſed Head and Saviour; and reſcued us from the Fel- 
lowſhip we had with the unfruitful Works of Dark- 
neſs? All your devotional Books, caſt them into 
this, or into another Method ; all the Forms and 
Ways of Worſhip, let them be never ſo Apoſtoli- 
cal and Primitive, and in the outward Attendance 
whereof an Hypocrite may outdo a true Saint, will 
then expoſe you but more to the diſmal Reflections 
of the ill Uſe you have made of em. The Means will 
now leave you deſtitute of all divine Comfort, which 
they uſe to convey into the Saul, if they be in time 
applied and improved to their true and Senn ee 
5 5 yp as ! 
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1 A Sermon upon 


Alas! what Reaſon have you then to look out 
a ſaſe Star to be led by, and to follow it cloſe, 
if you have found it; ſince ſo many will be drawn 
alide in theſe latter Days by erroneous Stars and 
Influences. -7&VTH and Reality ought to be look 
ed for in every thing: and Grace will be known in 
Truth, Col. IJ. 6. Many ſeem to have a large Stock 


of Knowledge, and to be of a very inquiſitive Pe- 


netration in religious Affairs. But the LOVE of the 
Truth being wanting, it will prove at laſt but a 
flight Security againſt ſpiritual Deluſions. For 
this is the terrible judgment the Apoſtle de- 
nounces to all thoſe that received not the Love 
of the Truth, viz. that they will be expoſed to all 
Deceivablenels of Unrighteonſneſs ; becauſe, ſays 
he, they received not the LOVE of TRUTH. And 
again: For this Cauſe God ſhall ſend them ſtrong De- 
Iufion, that they ſhould believe a lie. He doth not 
ſay : They received not fine Notions, or now and 
then ſtrong and ſmart Convi&ions of the Truth. 
Undoubtedly there are many that receive ſharp 
Impreſſions of the Truth, nay, and even may be 
pleaſed with it, whilſt it doth not gripe too cloſe, 
or offer too much Violence to their heloved Luft. 
Nay, they will be ready to caſt off ſome of the 
Superfluities of Naughtineſs, and keep up to a 


Converſation free from the common Stain of this 


corrupted Age; but all this may be, and yet the 
Love of TRUTH be wanting. TRUTH is of a 
far larger Extent than all this comes to. 


The Apoſtle ſpeaks of a Truth, as it is in J ESUS, 
Eph. IV. 2 1. And immediately ſhews what Power 
and Influence it uſually hath on Souls that love it: 
That ye pitt off concerning the former Converſation, 
the old Mau, which is corrupt, according to the de- 
ceitful Laſts: And be renewed in the Spirit of your, 
Mind, and that ye put on the nem Man, which, after 
God, is created in Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs. 


All this is the Effect, of that Truth which is in 


JESUS. This Truth is a divine, noble and 
oo es 


/ 


The Epiphany of Chrif?, 27 
active n e requiring no lf; than the 
Reſtoration of the Image of God, fall'n to decay 
in the. firſt Tratſgreflion This Truth both Jews 
and Heathens being utiact minted with, notwith- 
ſtanding the any Ceremonies of the former, and 
the impetuous Fli 
of the latter, the Lord came into the World, 
that he might recover it, and bear Witneſs unto 
this Truth, John XVIII. 37. and by a radual 
Diſplay of its Excellency and intrinſick Beauty 
ſtir up our drowſie Aﬀections, and engage em to 
an unfeigned Love of the ſame. 

But to obtain ſo noble and ſtable a prineiple 
as this, we muſt follow the Example of theſe 
wiſe Men, not minding the vain Suggeſtions of 
a fallacious Reaſon, Many things might have 
been able either to reaſon them quite back, or 
at leaſt to render their Reſolution to ſeek 'the 
Lord, fainty and wavering, if they had -asked 
Fleſh and Blood, what Meaſures to take in ſo 
important a Matter. The buſying ones ſelf with 
many rational Inferences, and anxious, Thoughts, 
particularly at the firſt ſetting out into the dark 
and untrodden Paths of Religion, muſt needs 
prove a headſtrong Impediment to a new Begin- 
ner in the Practice of Piety. The Reaſon is, be- 
cauſe the Ways that lead to Sien, look with a 
diſmal Aſpect. For being uſed ſo little, they 
ſtrike at the firſt Sight Fear and Terror into 
thoſe that offer to walk in them, and thus nip 
in the very Bud many a good Reſolution, 
Therefore arm your ſelf with Vigour and Con- 
ſtancy, againſt the fearful Inſinuations of your 
own Nature, too apt to ſhrink back at the Sight 
of Danger, and to give over at the Appearance 
of any Suffering that attends Religion. Remem- 
ber what St. Paul ſays concerning his divine Call to 
the Apoſtleſhip, and which in a Manner in every 
Soul is to be fulfilled : When it pleaſed God, who 
called 720 e by kis Graces fo reveal bs Sor in me, that 


1 


ghts of the ſublime Moralities 


2 
. — - 


>; 


R IS Me. 4 ters DE Es * . . 
j * — Hoy wy » @ 44 — 2 N * , ey - a 4 - . * — & < oo 8 — ws 1 > o - _ * 
— “ — TE 7 T „ BY 24 7 2 1 2x < £4. 5 a 8 > 7 7 ; R — 33 0 
27 KK — - 1 == - 1 - > — * * - 4 0 2 — — 2 
—— — —— —— —_—— rr „ e r * 2 3 een 7 3 — 2-2 — 
AA nn wr ²˙ m . ̃ĩ = TOY Ye OS. S 5 : — : 


— — . * Sa) 8 ' "x77 


* 1 
** - 
— 


— _ _ 5 — » _ - 
— & Na 1 * > * Mb, are e.- 1 SIE — — 
. 
— 
3 — — 2 — — 4 w * 4 a 2 
w — 


3. 
22 — 
— a+ +4 
- 
> 
L 
* 
4 


r 


of the Spirit, not agecting the Eye with a pom- 


"= 4 Sermon upon mos 
J might preach him among the Heat hens; IMME:- 
DLIATELY I conferred not with Fleſh and Blood, 


Gal. I. 16. that is: I did not go to conſult with 


my own Vill, Underſtanding and Reaſon, having 
too much of an earthly Allay in 'em, and which 
moſt certainly would have put me back from ſo 
hazardous an Enterpriſe as this. For that which 
zs born of the Fleſh is Fleſh, and conſequently un- 
able to ſuggeſt any other than carnal Advice, as 
the Stream doth not move. above its Fountain, 
Chriſtians muſt not act upon the Principle of 
Senſe, but of Faith. This fixes the Soul upon in- 
viſible Objects. It darts forth now and then a 
Ray of the glorious Epiphany of the future World, 
and ſupplying the Mind with ſome heavenly Com- 


fort, places it above the Reach of the vain Entice- 
ments of this World, and keeps it ſafe in the 


midſt of ſuch Storms as are like to break in upon 
a Soul that embarkes with Chriſt. Thus by Faith 
Abraham, when he was called, obeyed; and he 
went out not knowing whither he went, Heb. XI. 8. 
laying before us a moſt ſhining Pattern of that 
Singleneſs of Eye, which is ſo precious an Ingredient 
in a Chriſtian's Faith; and the likelieſt Compaſs 
to carry us ſafe to our Journey's End. | 

My Beloved ! This is a ſmall and imperfe& 


Draught of the ſpiritual Epiphany of our Lord, and 


of the Way gradually leading thereto. You ſee, 


that I have traced, as cloſe as poſſibly I could, the 


Foot-Steps of theſe wiſe Men, and laid before you, 
for Imitation and Comfort, both their ſolicitous 
Search after, and glorious finding of the Lord. 
This was their glorious Epiphany, when they now 
themſelves embraced the great and univer- 
ſal Saviour of the World, the Prince of Peace, 
and Reſtorer of fall'n Nature. Here began the 
true and joyful Feaſt of Epiphany ; but it was not 
celebrated in the outward Court of Reaſon, apt to 
gaze on worldly Grandure; but in the Sanctuary 
pus 
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The Epiphany of Chriſt. | 25 
ous Appearance of things, but compoſing the 
Mind to a quiet Contemplation of ſpiritual Ob- 
jects: As the outward Motion they made in or- 
der to draw near unto the Lord, would have been 


no Benefit at all, if it had been deſtitute of the 
ſpiritual Part, containing the Myſteries of our 


Salvation; ſo it can be no Diſadvantage to us, if we, 
endeavouring after the ſpiritual Work, be at the 
ſame time deſtitute of the bad:ly Sight of the Lord 
they then enjoyed. The ſpiritual Celebration is 
of an univerſal. Extent, and by no Means to be 
confined to theſe wiſe Men only. And ?tis this 
whereon the greateſt Streſs lieth, and into which 
all the outward Tranſactions muſt be reſolved at 
laſt. Wherefore henceforth know we no Man after the 
Fleſh : Tea, though we have known Chriſt aſter the Fleſls, 
yet now henceforth know we him no more, 2 Cor. V. 16. 
And don't you think, there was a vaſt Dif- 
ference betwixt that Knowledge the wiſe Men had 
at their firſt ſetting out, being then but in its Dams 
and riſing zand that which they brought home with 
them at the happy Return into their native Coun- 
try, being then arrived to a fuller Clearneſs in the 
ſeveral Branches relating thereto? Certainly, the 
latter being the bleſſed Product of a long and labo- 
rious Experience, muſt needs prove more lively and 
endearing than the former. It undoubtedly ſweet- 
ned their Underſtanding with the benign Infufion of 
a divine Light, and melted their Will into a ready 
Compliance with all the Commandments of this 
Royal Infant. For any experimental Guſt of the 
Love and Favour of God, muſt, if rightly managed, 
ſtill produce greater Efforts of Obedience, of Reſig- 
nat ion, of Self. denial, of Humility, and of other Du- 
ties ſpringing up from a. ſound Knowledge of 
the Diſpenſation of the Goſpel of Chriſt. Their 
Hearts were now ſoftened into a moſt ſubmiſſive 
Senſe, when they now found, or (as ſome Copies 
have it,) ſaw the young Child. „ 
And theſe are the firſt Fruits of the Gentiles, 
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who ſoon after our Lord's Birth came froth the Ea, 
to Feruſalem, to worſhip him. May the Lord be 
Pleaſed, more and more to haſten that bleſſed 
Time, wherein Gentiles ſhall come to the Light of the 
Goſpel, and Kings to the Brightneſs of the Riſing ofthe 
Church ! When they ſhall not come in from one 
Side only, but gather round about which way ſoever 
wwe lift up our Eyes. Truly, there will be a Time, 
and the Lord grant it may haſten on, when the Son 
of Strangers ſhall be called in, to build up the Waſfs of 
Sion, and many of thoſe that think themſelves to be 
in Poſſeſſion of that Dignity, be rejected. When 
all the Walls of Se& and Party, together with all 
the Inventions and Superſtitions of Men, ſhall tot- 
ter and fall, and a new Fabrick ſhall be raiſed on the 
Ruins thereof, When all thoſe that hatethis Royal 
Infant, and areoffended in the mean State of his Mi- 
nority, and unwilling to have him to reign over them, 
ſhall, with all his Enemies, ſtand amazed at the 
plorious Diſplay of his divine Luſtre, bow before 

im, and lick the Duſt. When the Kings of Tarſhiſh 
and of the Iſles, ſhall bring Preſents, the Kings of Sheba 
and Seba, ſhall offer Gifts. When the ſons of this Church 
ſhall come from far, and her Daughters be nurſed at her 


ſide. When the Multitude of Camels ſhall cover her; 


the Dromedaries of Midian and Epha. When all they 


from Sheba ſhall come, bringing Gold andIncenſe, which 
they hitherto had laid out for nouriſhing Pride and 


Vanity, and ſhewing forth the Praiſes of the Lord. And 
thus Japherh (hall dwell in the Tents of Shem. 
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A Prayer for the Knowledge of Chriſt. 


A /LOST gracious Lord FESUS CHRIST, the 
Y | ever-Bleſſed and never-failing Hope of Glo- 
ry { Thou art Jehova our Righteouſneſs: The Lord 
of Hoſts is thy Name Thou art tht Son of the Love 
of God, the Holy One of Iſrael, the God of the hole 
Earth : Thon art the true God and eternal 11 
; 5 | T hot! 
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| A FPR ATEN 31 
Thou art over all, God bleſſed for ener! Hom great, 
lorious and wonderful is thy Name? But hom little - © 
3 among thoſe that call themſelves by m2 
Though thy Name be as Ointment poured forth, yer 
few there are that love Thee. Be Thou pitas d to 
be that unto me, what Thou baſt declared to be in 
thy Word. Be Thou my Teacher, to inſtrutt me in 
thy Ways: Be Thou my Light, ro guide me ſafe: 
Be Thou unto me the Sun of Righteouſneſs, ro convey 
healing into my Soul in thy Wings: Be Thou the 
only Foundation, I may build upon: Be Thon 4 
Rock for my Defence, and a Hiding Place againſt 
Trouble and Temptation: Be my King, to ſway all 
the Faculties of my Soul, with the ſtreight Scepter 
of thy Kingdom, Be the High-prielt and Advocate 
to intercede for me: Be a Mediator to me, to 
wake Peace betwixt God and my Soul : Be unto me 
an open Fountain for my Sin and Uncleanneſs : Be m 
Shepherd to convert me, and to make me lie down 
in the green Paſtures of thy heavenly Promiſes: Be 
my Lamb to redeem me from my vain Converſation 
with thy pretious Blood: Be my Phyſician, to heal 
my wounded Soul; and my Life, to purge my Con- 
ſcience from dead Works: Be Thou my Vine, from 
whence I may draw Life and Spirit for a daily 
Growth in thy Grace: Be the Bread and Water 
of Life, to nouriſh up my Soul into Life everlaſting« 
Ever- bleſſed Lord! Thou art full of Grace and 
Truth, and ready to communicate out of thy Fulneſs 
to all thoſe that have an Heart to receive it. Empty 
my Heart from all the diſorderly Love of any Crea- 
- ture, and then fill it again with the gracious Infu- 
ſrons of thy celeſtial Love! Let the Senſe of thy 
Love ſweetly conſtrain me. Let it melt my Will into 
an hearty Compliance with all thy Commandments. 
Let it infuſe into my Underſtanding a divine Light, 
whereby to prove, what be the good, and asceptable, 
and perfect Will of God. Let my Aﬀettions be in- 
Hamed by the Ardor of thy Love, and thereby re- 
fined from all the Dreſs of Sin and Corruption. Diſ 
cover 
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oY 2.2 P\RATMWER. © 
cover unto me the Heighth and the Depth, the Length 
and the Breadth of the Love of Chriſt; which paſſes 
Knowledge! » Never ſuffer me, O Lord, to acquieſee 
in à meer hiſtorical * Knowledge of tht great and 9 - 
rious Work of Redemption, purchaſed hy Thee; but 
very of my Soul. Let me feel the Power of thy . 
carnation. and Nativity, that thereby Thou may*f6 84 
formed within me. Let me know thy Croſs, and thei 
Power thereof,, that thereby I may crucify my" Fleſli 
with its Affections and Luſts, and have my old Mau 
crucified with Thee Let me know, and believe the 
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14 Hiſtory of thy Death, declared in thy Word, bur 
113 let me alſo know the Power thereof, having there 
+ 5 | the Members that are upon Earth mortified, and thei 


44:88 whole Body of Sin deſtroyed at laſt! And as ji 
11 let me alſo know the Power thereof, that there 
1. Bans may be begotten into a lively Hope, and riſing 1 
2 into a ſpiritual Liſe, I may from henteforth ſet mi 
1 Affection on things above, not on things on the Ear 
Let me be of thoſe few that 22 the Pollutions 
the world, through the Knowledge of the Lord an 
Þ Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, counting all things but L 
14.3 for the Excellency of thy Knowledge. 1 
1 Haſten, O Lord, that bleſſed Time, mherein ma, 
Et my ſhall run to and fro, and Knonledge be increaſed® 
'  - Wherein thy Knowledge ſhall cover the Earth, as they 
Waters do the Sea. Wherein thy Name (ball be mad} 
known to thine Adverſaries, and the Nations ſhall 
4 tremble at thy Preſence. Mherein the rt e De 
4 monſtrations of the Spirit ſhall be ſeen in thy Chiu 
dren, and, aſter the taking away of all the Veils of Infirs! 
mities, Thou thy ſelf,as the true Light, be per ſectly know 
in ti own pure and unmi xt Light. Purifie my He 
more and more 3 for only the Pure in Heart fhall Jett 
and know God. At laſt, grant unto me a h 
Paſſage out of the State of. this Pilgrimage, whers 
ſee but darkly,' and know in part, into that glorions: 
State, where I ſhall be like unto Thee, and ſee T if 
Run ar Ame) FE W I N18. © 
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